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Abstract of JP2000235181 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
semi-transparent reflective display device 
which can differentiate display colors In a 
reflective display with external light from 
display colors in a transmissive display with 
illumination of a light source in a display device 
utilizing an optical device with variable 
transmission axis of polarization. SOLUTION: 
The display device utilizes a TN liquid crystal 
140 as a means for varying the transmission 
axis of polarization and is provided with a 
polarizing plate 130 on the upper side of the 
TN liquid crystal 140 and a polarizing plate 
135, an oriented optical retardation film 150 as 
an optically anisotropic body and a polarized 
light separator 160 on the lower side of the 
liquid crystal in this order. Furthermore, a light 
source 190 is provided which can emit light 
from the lower side of the polarized light 
separator 160 thereunder. In a region 120 
where no voltage is applied, incident light is 
converted into beams of elliptically polarized 
light respectively different corresponding to 
wavelengths by the oriented optical retardation 
film 150. light conresponding to a wavelength 
region -&Delta Alambda 1 is reflected by the 
polarized light separator 160 which is a 
reflection polarizer and a color display is 
obtained. 
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